Skinner Road School

Matthew S. Wlodarczyk, Principal
90 Skinner Road
Vernon, Connecticut 06066-2798
(860) 870-6180
FAX: (860) 870-6187
October 5, 2011

Dear Parent/Guardian:

The following packet has been assembled to help you to understand how Skinner Road School (SRS)
is doing according to No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001, meeting the federal government’s
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) targets. The Skinner Road School community is proud to have
achieved AYP, by reaching the federal targets and also achieving “safe harbor” by advancing our most
struggling students, as measured by the Connecticut Mastery Test in the spring of 2011.

The faculty and staff at SRS work tirelessly with your children, to optimize their learning of varied
content including reading, writing, and mathematics. Weekly, the teachers are meeting by grade-level
teams to analyze student data and discuss instructional interventions to help individualize each
student’s teaching and learning in the classroom.

Over the past two school years, we have used quick assessments called “universal screens.” The grade
level teams use these data to identify students of similar instructional need to provide increased support
and time to build additional skills in math and reading. The Vernon Public Schools administered these
universal screenings three times over the course of the year. The data is continually analyzed and used
to group students according to their individual areas of need. This interventional support is in addition
to the core instruction in the content area (math or reading) at the student’s grade level.

The Vernon Public Schools has identified reading and mathematics as priority instructional areas, as
these two content areas teach skills and strategies that are foundational for lifelong learning. This
additional instructional and fearning ttme for students was integrated into our super-flex blocks. Our
goal in providing intervention is to strengthen the core academic skills of students so that s/he can be
even more successful across all content areas — providing additional supports for each child’s weaker
skills and providing exciting extensions for those stronger arcas.

Monthly, as a staff, we are working together on the first and third Wednesday of the month to make
continual progress and growth as teaching and learning professionals. After many vears of highly
productive teams at each grade level, we continue to coordinate our efforts for student transition from
PK-5 by working in vertical teams. These teams look at the needs of students at all levels and work to
incorporate goals and instructional strategies designed to increase student achievement for all students
as they progress through the grades over years.

As always, it is with your assistance that we can affect the biggest growth and academic success for
your child’s education. Thank you for your work in helping your child to succeed!

Regards

Matthew S. Wlodarczyk



VERNON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Office of the Superintendent
30 Park Street = P.O. Box 600
Vernon, CT 06066-0600
Fax (860) 870-6008
Website: www.vernonschools.com

Mary P. Conway, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
(860) 870-6000 ext. 124
Deborah Murasso
Assistant Superintendent of Schools

September 26, 2011 (860) 870-6000 ext. 143

RE: Parental Notification of Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) — SRS/District
Dear Parent/Guardian:

The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001 requires all states to establish high
academic content standards for what a child should know and be able to do and to set
specific academic achievement targets in reading and mathematics. Each year schools
and districts must demonstrate progress toward reaching those targets for alf students
and for each subgroup of 40 or more students. This yearly improvement in school and
district performance is called Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).

In Connecticut, Adequate Yearly Progress is based on the results of the Grade 10
Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT) and the Grades 3-8 Connecticut
Mastery Test (CMT). This year, the AYP targets require approximately 9 in 10 (90%) of
all students and subgroups of students to reach proficiency. The targets will rise
again in 2013-14 to require that 100% of students meet the proficiency levels in reading
and mathematics.

Information on the AYP status of your child’s school and the district is attached. At
Skinner Road School, the percent of all students and subgroups of students at/above
proficient is as follows:

Mathematics Reading
Whole School 94.5 83.6
White 100.0 90.7
Economically Disadvantaged 93.7 75.5

As a result of incremental progress toward the goals, | am pleased to report that Skinner
Road School Achieved AYP through “Safe Harbor” by reducing by 10% the
percent of students at/below the basic level of performance. At the district level, we
did not achieve AYP. As a result of missing AYP, our district has been identified as

“In Need of Improvement — Year 3.” As a result of this identification, the district must
revise its improvement plan within the next three months. Parents interested in
participating in the revision plan or supporting efforts to improve student achievement at
the school or district level should complete the attached form and return it to your child’s
school.



Please know that we are working hard to maximize achievement for all students. Your
support of our work is greatly appreciated. Here are some suggestions to help you work
with us to support improved student performance:

1.

6.

Learn more about NCLB requirements. Become aware of strategies to improve
your child’s academic achievement. Information and resources are available
from our state department of education (www.sde.ct.gov) and the U.S.
Department of Education (www.ed.gov).

Talk with Vernon educators and administrators about our District and School
Improvement Plans to help students meet state standards in reading and
mathematics.

Participate in parent-school meetings that address student achievement.

Support and reinforce your child’s good study habits and review his/her
homework and test results.

Ensure that your child attends school daily and is present to participate in the
state assessments.

Set goals with your child for continued academic improvement.

Our entire staff is working diligently to ensure that every child meets high academic
content standards in a safe and caring learning environment. | encourage you to contact
your school or district office for further information and to find out how you can become
involved in district and school improvement efforts.

incerely,
¢ )ch -LC;\Zv [/’Q{,ura‘vtfi,c
Deborah Murasso
ssistant Superintendent

Attachments: School Level AYP Report for 2010-11

District Level AYP Report for 2010-11
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