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Skinner Road School 

 
 

Regular Hours:   

8:32-3:02   Grades 1-5   8:32-11:12   Morning Kindergarten 

      12:22-3:02   Afternoon Kindergarten 
 

Half Day: 

8:32-1:02     Grade 1-5   8:32-10:47    Morning Kindergarten 

      10:47-1:02   Afternoon Kindergarten 
 

Late Openings: (2 hour delay due to weather) 

10:32-3:02    Grades 1-5   No Morning Kindergarten  

      12:22-3:02   Afternoon Kindergarten 
 

Early Dismissal:  

8:32-1:02  Grades 1-5   8:32-11:12    AM Kindergarten 

      No PM Kindergarten 
 

 

Students may NOT be dropped off at the front of school before 8:17. 

 

Dropping off your children at the front of the school (or allowing them to come 

to school early on their own) before 8:17 puts their safety at risk as they are not 

supervised, waiting at the front of the school. 
 

****Please call the nurse if your child will be out sick or late***** 

Leave a message anytime on the answering machine.  Thank you! 

Mrs. Manfre 

 

(860) 870-6185,  Please leave a message. 



 2 

Drop Off and Pick Up 

                                                           
Arrival 

 All students should arrive to school between 8:17 and 8:32. 

 Students may NOT be dropped off at the front of school before 8:17.  

Dropping off your children at the front of the school (or allowing them to 
come to school early on their own) before 8:17, puts their safety at risk as 

they are not supervised waiting at the front of the school. 

 Parents who drive their child to school must drive to the rear of the school 
to drop off their child.  Wait in line until you are one of the first three cars to 

drop your child off.  

 Any student arriving after 8:32 is LATE and will need to be signed in at the 

office.  Parents MUST park and bring their child to the office to sign them 
in. 

 BUSSES WILL DROP OFF AND PICK UP STUDENTS IN FRONT OF 
THE SCHOOL. 

 Please do not drive in front of the school between 8:00-8:40 and 2:55-3:15, 
as busses will be passing in the front to drop off and pick up students. 

 

Dismissal 

 All grade 1-5 walkers will be dismissed from the front of the building at 

3:02.  This is for students who will be walking home.   

 THOSE STUDENTS WHO WILL BE PICKED UP, WILL BE DISMISSED 

TO THE REAR OF THE BUILDING, AND SIGNED OUT FROM THE 

SPECIALISTS ROOM (exit door 11), AT THE NORTH SIDE OF BUILDING. 
 

Walkers 

 All walkers are to enter and exit from the front of the building.   

 Arrival time is between 8:17-8:32 

 Dismissal is at 3:02 

 Parents, please monitor your children on the front lawn.  We appreciate your 

help with keeping our children safe and also out of the trees. 
 

Bicycles 

 4
th

 and 5
th

 grade “walkers” are allowed to ride their bike to school with 

parent permission and a form submitted to the office.   

 Parents are encouraged to ride with their younger children (younger than 4
th

 

grade) to school if they are “walkers”.  
Permission slips to ride to school are located in the office. 
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Breakfast:      8:17-8:30 in cafeteria 

A student may get breakfast after 

that but will be asked to eat it in 

class. 

 

Full Price:   $1.25 Reduced Price:    $.30 

 

Lunch:  Full Price:   $2.25    Reduced Price:    $.40 

 

 Grade at 

Lunch 

 Grade at 

Recess 

11:00-11:25 5  2 

11:30-11:55 2  4 & 5 

12:00-12:25 4  3 

12:30-12:55 3  1 

1:00-1:25 1   

 

Food Service Manager:  Shawne Flanders (Cafeteria Manager) can be 

reached at (860) 870-6184.  Food (breakfast/lunch) may be prepaid by writing a 

check to “Vernon Schools Cafeteria Department.” 

 

Cafeteria Expectations 
1. Students enter cafeteria and sit at assigned seats. 

2. Students may talk quietly when cafeteria lights are on. 

3. Students will be silent while directions are given and cafeteria lights are off. 

4. Students will clean up under tables by assigned seats prior to lining up. 

 

Snack Guidelines  

We request that you only send in healthy snacks for in class snacks.  Lunch 

items are separate.  It is hoped that by promoting healthy snacks and physical 

activity students will develop good lifelong habits.   
Appropriate Student Snacks   Inappropriate School Snacks 

Fresh Fruits, Cheese    Dessert Items 

Fresh Vegetables     Candy 

Canned Fruits, applesauce    Chips     

   

Pre-packaged dried fruits    Sugar Sweetened Drinks 

      (raisins or craisins)              Fruit Roll Ups 

Pretzels, Cheerios     Donuts 

Club Crackers, Saltines 

Graham Crackers 

PLAIN Animal Crackers 

 

This list is just a starting point.  There are many other healthy and unhealthy snacks.  Please try 

your best to choose healthy snacks. 
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Recess: 

 Activity is essential to keep the mind ready to learn. 

 Daily recess is 25 minutes long 

 The school will provide all toys, do not bring any from home. 

 We will go out until the temperature (wind chill/“feels like”) drops below 25 degrees.  

Dress warmly.  Send mittens and hats with your children. 

 SNOW: with boots your child may play in the snow! 

 

Bus    

 Riding the bus is a privilege and may be suspended or 

revoked if rules are not followed.  

 All school rules apply on the bus and at the bus stop.   

 Parents should accompany students at bus stop. 

 Stand off the roadway when waiting to board the bus. 

 Wait for the bus to come to a complete stop before 

boarding or exiting a bus. 

 Remain seated at all times.  Keep all items inside the bus. 

 The driver has full authority on the bus.  They may assign 

seats.   

 Fighting will result in bus suspension.  Bus warnings will 

be issued for other expectations not being met. 

 Children may not ride the bus to a friend’s house for any reason. 

 The bus company is First Student.  They may be reached at (860) 875-2826. 

 

Birthdays and Celebrations 

 Birthdays may be recognized at the discretion of the classroom teacher. 

 Cupcakes and cakes are not allowed for birthday (or other) celebrations at Skinner 

Road School.  Healthy options (such as those listed on page 3) or non-food options are 

suggested as alternatives to cupcakes for school celebrations. 

 Parents should feel free to send their child to school with a birthday sticker or pencil, 

share a book with the class (prearrange this with the teacher), and are encouraged to 

contact the classroom teacher regarding classroom birthday celebrations.   
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Skinner Road School Community Expectations      
General School Expectations 

Skinner Road School is a community filled with scholars who are Safe, Truthful, 

Academic and Respectful. 
1. Students will be S.T.A.R.s.!!!  All students, please read and sign the attached contract. 

2. Students will leave all dangerous or inappropriate objects including knives and firecrackers, 

lighters, matches, drugs, alcohol, or tobacco at home. 

3. All toys, trading cards and electronic items are to be left at home. 

4. Students will dress appropriately including:  

Footwear suitable for play, no high heals or flip flops as they may cause injuries.  

Clothing must cover shoulders, belly and back.  No low cut or spaghetti strap shirts are 

allowed in school.  Skirt and short length must be at least finger tip length when asked to 

put hands down at their sides.  Sagging pants will be held up with a belt or string.   

Headwear is only to be worn outside, (including bandanas by either boys or girls) unless 

for religious reasons or with prior approval by the principal.   

Outerwear may not be worn in the building.   

Dress code is enforced so that students will focus on instruction and not be distracted 

by their own or other students attire.  Teachers will notify student and parents of 

improper dress.  Student may be sent to the nurse’s office to change clothing.  Further 

improper dress may result in disciplinary action, including contact by the Principal. 

5. Students will follow these same expectations in school, at school functions, on the school 

bus, cafeteria, school grounds and bathrooms. 
 

School-wide Positive Behavior Intervention & Supports      

  

PBIS is a behavior program that stands for Positive Behavioral Interventions & Support.  

The main objective of PBIS is to teach students the proper way to behave during school.  

This is accomplished in several different ways.  Below is a list of techniques used to 

ensure that all of our students will have the knowledge to be outstanding citizens when at 

Skinner Road School and throughout the rest of their lives: 

•Core values of the school are reviewed regularly throughout the school year; 

•Lessons are taught and reviewed in key areas of the school so students know what each 

core value looks like in every school setting (e.g. hallway, cafeteria, assembly, classroom, 

bus, restrooms, and recess); 

• Bucks are distributed to students regularly by all staff members when they see 

students following the rules of the school; 

•Re-teaching opportunities will be provided throughout the school year for any student 

who the staff determines needs a review.  Student need for re-teaching is monitored 

through office disciplinary referral forms. 

 

Through PBIS, staff members are encouraged to reward students who are displaying the 

correct behaviors.  Research has shown that if correct behavior is positively recognized, 

then this behavior is more likely to be repeated. 

 

Other materials that support our PBIS efforts have been placed in this student handbook. 

 Please review with your child all the PBIS documents and have your child sign and 

return the S.T.A.R.s Behavior contract on the second day of school. 
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Staff 
Preschool/Head Start     Ms. Laura Kearney, Mrs. Susan Zylberman, Ms. Jenny Garcia 

Kindergarten      Mrs. Deanna Murray, Mrs. Deb Hill 

First Grade      Ms. Lauren Schowerer, Mrs. Beth Brown, Mrs. Pamela Reynolds 

Second Grade      Mrs. Suzanne Carlson, Mrs. Sharon Grzysiewicz, Mrs. Nancy Hindes 

Third Grade      Mrs. Carri Clark, Miss Sara Gruner, Mrs. Anne Willette 

Fourth Grade       Mrs. Denise Duell, Miss Tammie Repass, Mrs. Jessie Vega 

Fifth Grade      Mrs. Christina Dwire, Miss Kelly Everett, Mrs. Cheryl Spencer 

 

Special Education     Mrs. Heather Colapinto, Mrs. Kristen Darch, TBD 

Speech Pathologist     TBD 

Reading Consultant     Mrs. Karen Eckblom 

Reading Teacher     Mrs. Karen Kelly 

Math Numeracy Tchr      Mrs. Carol Chatterton 

ESL       Mrs. Agata Cavar 

 

School Psychologist     Ms. Marybeth Fafalla 

School Social Worker     Ms. Diana Bonacci 

 

Physical Education     Mr. Eric Uthgenannt 

Art Teacher                 Ms. Lauren Goric 

Music Teacher      Mrs. Esther Pezzella 

Instrumental Music     Ms. Kelly Gansenberg 

Library Manager     Mrs. Paula Palozej  

 

Nurse       Mrs. Judith Manfre 

Occup. Therapist Asst.   Mrs. Diane Kuzmeski 

Physical Therapist     Mrs. Stacie Simko 

 

Secretary                         Mrs. Dawn Howe 

Office Staff                 Mrs. Helen Stroiney 

Cafeteria Manager     Mrs. Shawne Flanders 

Custodians      Ms. Jackie Gorka and Mr. Gerry Breault 

 

Staff members can be reached by email using the following format: 

firstname.lastname@vernonct.org 
 
 

Skinner Road School Calendar of Events and Vernon Public Schools 

Calendar:  Visit the school’s website   

 

http://www.vernonschools.com/subsites/srs/indexsrs.html 
 
 

http://www.vernonschools.com/subsites/srs/indexsrs.html


 

 

Critical Thinking Center (CTC) 

(Commonly Referred to as Classroom Time-Out) 

 

We need to be consistent with discipline or it becomes ineffective. 

 

The concept of the Critical Thinking Center (CTC) is to modify a student's behavior as well as limit the 

amount of time a teacher must utilize to address off-task behaviors.  It is unobtrusive and provides 

another way in which a de-escalated situation can occur in a classroom setting.  The CTC provides an 

added dimension of structure to redirect a student's behavior with minimal classroom disruption.  The 

CTC is an alternative learning tool to develop a student's self-awareness and strategy for self-

monitoring of behavior while preserving his/her self-esteem. 

 

For the purpose of consistency, each classroom should have a CTC in some area, preferably out of 

direct eyesight of other students to prevent a stage for the uncooperative individual.  A CTC affords 

each student the opportunity to learn from his/her behavior and to cooperatively develop strategies 

through analysis of the behavior.  The teacher is a mentor in guiding the student through critical 

thinking -- problem-solving steps increase independent behavioral patterns on the part of the student. 

 

 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 

 

1. After nonverbal, verbal, gesture, and/or other directions/consequences have been employed by 

the teacher, if the student is still not complying with the class rules, then the teacher directs a 

student to the CTC (3
rd

 “strike”). 

"John, go to the CTC, please." 

 

2.   The student follows the directive where he completes the subsequent tasks. 

He places a card in a visible pocket labeled IN, signifying the start of his CTC experience. 

On a separate sheet of paper, found at the CTC, the student independently answers the 

following questions: 

a.  What behavior got me here? 

b.  How could I have acted differently? 

c.  Next time I will…           

After he completes this task and is ready to return to the class activity, the student places a card 

in an adjoining pocket labeled READY. 

 

3. The teacher is cognizant of the student’s readiness with a mere glance.  A simple nod of the 

head signals the student’s return to the group.  There is no break in instruction, or hopefully, need 

for further punitive consequences. 

 

4.   At a break in the instruction or at some advantageous time, the teacher should review the 
CTC response form with the student.  If your child comes home with a CTC form, please 
discuss the incident and responses with your child and sign in acknowledgement that you 
had this conversation, where you discussed how your child could have acted differently.  

 



Please rip out of handbook, read, sign, and return on the second day of school!  Thank you, Your Skinner Road School Family! 

 

 

Skinner Road School Behavior Contract  
 

Skinner Road School is a 
community filled with scholars 
who are Safe, Truthful, 
Academic and Respectful. 
 

 

A Skinner Road School S.T.A.R. =  
Safe     Truthful     Academic     Respectful 

 

Be Safe:  to take care of yourself and others so no one 
gets hurt. 
 

Be Truthful:  to practice honesty. 
 

Be Academic:  to do what you are supposed to do, 
when you are supposed to do it. 
 

Be Respectful:  to treat others the way you want to be 
treated. 
 

We strive to have a community filled with bright shining 
STARs! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

By signing below, as a Skinner Road School student, I acknowledge the contract above, have read the 

handbook and pledge to serve all these S.T.A.R.s traits. 

 
______________________________________ _____________________________ __________ 

  Student Name    Student Signature                  date 

 

    

  Teacher Name    Parent/Guardian Signature  


